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You hear it often: are Lak-
ing over, Slowly but surely, they're
dehumanizing society. Chances are, you
haven't heard toe much about how
tomputers can help people — how they
Eiuaﬁvmmnur handicaps and

us

That's what makes David and Estelle
Condra’s computer systern different.
Mrs. Condra, a well-known storvteller
in Maghville and throughout the world,
has a hereditary, degenerative eye die-
sase called rotinitis pigmeniosa. The
digease prohibits her from ing; and
anything at a distance looks blurry to
her. For Mrs. Condra, the compoter
system in her home has become an ex-
Lra eye.

Programmed onto the computer is
the entire security system of the Con-
dra's new home. Condra — who owns
Daleon Center — and om-
ployees at Alarm Service did
the amming and installation.

In addition to setting off beeps when
a guest breaks the ultravoilet light rays
that the alarm system shoots across the
yard and the konse, the Condras® com-
puter lets them koow of the presence of
the guest through volce synthesizers.

Condra has also bailt a robot, which
he keeps at his office. Mrs. Condra said
the robot is just for fun, just for her
hushand to experiment with. Tt is not
programmed o do anything spectacu-
lar, “Technology has mot gotten far
enongh,” she said. She predicted,
though, that in the next five years, ro-
bots will probatily be pouring drinks for
people and vacuaming the flosrs. “But
they still won't do windows," she joked.

Thoeugh its main job is to provide se-
curity for the Condras’, the computer
system is not all work. It alse provides
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istelle Condra poses in the computer room in her new house. ﬁ '
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entertainment for guests, When you
turn one of the two computers in the
small room off the Condras’ masier
bedroom on, it identifies iisell as
Dave's compoter in a slow, mechanies!
voice. It asks if you are having prob-
lems in the areas of health, money,
wark or sex. When vou answer by Lyp-
ing one of the categories on the ma-
chine, the computer nﬁm advica.
Then, itdeman& il

The Condras also lBe the computer
to help figure their finances. When the
Condras’ bouse, located on New
Matcher Trace, was being builf, all of
the cost was done on the com-
puter, Mrs. Condra said. She also pses
the computer to file her recipes.

Although it plays such a large part in
their lives, the Condras’ computer: sys-
tem is unoblrusive in their home —
centralized in that one small upstairs
room. More conspicuoug is the warm,
primitive feel of the house.

Bailt of red cedar siding that has
been loft rough, and desi by Nazsh-
ville architect Liza Bra
combines the old-{fashicned and the
conlamporary,

“We combined our interestz in the
house,” she said, “David is s0 technical
I'm the artist, or the earthy kind.”

Mrs. Condra was ra in the small
South African lown of Ewaton, near
Johannesburg, where her fathe: ran a
grocery store and her mother ran a ho-

, the hoose *

tel. She met Condra in 1972 at a party
in Johanneshurg, where he was work-
ing as an engineer. After living for a
while in Atlanta, the couple moved to
Nashville. Condra’s family iz from Old

she Iikes the openness af her
home's interjor ard the madern geome-
{ry of the exterior, it's not hard to see
what Mrs, Condra holds most dear in
her house — the anthentic African arti-
facts she has brought from her home-
land. Laid out across the glazed Italian
tiles of the entrance hall is a sobra skin
Also in the hallway are several soap-
stone carvings from South Africa and a
drum from Rhodesis. Tintil recently,
Mrs. Condra used the drum as a prop in
her slories about South African 3
She browght another drum home from a
trip to Africa this summer, and retired
Lhe alder one to the entrance hall,
The wallpaper — a dark brown and
daﬁu tric pattern — in the Con-
dras g room alsoe looks African. In
the corner of the living room — which
risess dramatically 20 feet up to the
roaf of the house and opens up onto the
master bedroom upstairs — Mrs. Con-
dra keeps several of her most prized
treasures: items made and wed by Af-
rican people that she acquired on a re-
cent’ trip there. Mra. Condra handied
mmmuummmu{hme
that Africans naver
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from their villages. Bul, because She
once lived
preserve the Afrlcan heritage by tell-
ing her stories, she was allowed Lo tsioe
some of the articles, Mrs. Condra zaid.

Besides her pew drum, which came
out of someone's hut she said, she
showed a buckskin bag the Africans use
to earry weapons, a beaded head band,
a fly swisher made of cosrse animal
hair and small beaded boltles used by
wilch doctors.

Spread out in different arcas of the
living room are handwoven African

Mrs. Condra said is similar to the skin
of aﬂa:ﬂmal.

“It has that graimy, sat luuk.
said. The rough cedar

ohjects, such as a lion's tooth, on to
mind them of their story).

In her stedy, Mrs. Condra read
books and stories on a machi
called a Visualtek. The mac magni-
fies letters a hundredfold.

Having moved inte the house only
four monihs ago, the Condras are nof
through decorating or boilding, Mrs.
Condra said she would like to turn the
guest room at the front of the house
into her “safari room.” She has
beds from South Africa for the room,




